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A Message from vour PIRC Director

PIRC Vermont welcomes Bob DiMasi to the team! We are delighted to announce that

Bob will fill the Community Based Parent Involvement Coordinator position. Our team
is again complete! Bob will be looking to expand our community partners, both here in
Chittenden County, and State-wide. As with each of the special- ,i.
ists on the PIRC team, if you need expertise in helping you make B

community connections, Bob is the guy to call! Bob comes to
us with experience in food service administration, hockey and
soccer coaching experience, and most recently as Director of
Winooski Parks & Recreation. We believe his skills and experi-
ences will make him a great addition. He can be reached at
bobd@pircvermont.org or by phone at 800-800-4005 ext. 243.

Y e
PIRC Staff to Attend National Conference

As this edition of the PIRC o'lator is being released, many of the PIRC Vermont
staff is attending the national conference of Family Friendly Schools (http://www.
familyfriendlyschools.com), an organization founded by Dr. Steve Constantino. Dr.
Constantino is the author of 101 Ways to Create Real Family Engagement, a book
we use almost every day in our work with schools. We learned of Steve when
many of us saw him speak at the 2009 conference of the NH PIRC. From that
day forward, we have been inspired by his work. His organization provides train-
ing and resources for school officials (and organizations working with schools) to
promote a school environment where all are welcome. Family Friendly Schools is
dedicated to helping schools and districts around the country to increase student
achievement by developing networks of integrated relationships between leader-
ship, staff, and families that creates a culture of high performance and learning
outcomes. We hope to come back with new ideas to help us in our work here in
Vermont.

October is National Bullying Prevention Month
Bullying is a problem in schools all across Vermont, and all across
the country. We have resources on our website for schools and par-
ents. One of our sister organizations, the Minnesota PIRC (housed
at PACER), has great online resources for you to use. Visit both
websites for information on how to help combat this in your commu-
nity. http://www.pircvermont.org and http://www.pacer.org .
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New Relationshirs at
PIRC Vermont

By Lindsay DesLauriers
School-Based Parent Involvement Coordinator

My first full month at PIRC Vermont has been very busy. | am
proud to announce that, in that time, we have established new
and promising relationships with five new schools! [ would like
to welcome Bakersfield Elementary — Middle School, Berlin El-
ementary, Brewster Pierce Elementary, Castleton Elementary,
and Newport City Elementary to the PIRC family. | am very
excited to work with all of you.

Already it's clear to me that the extended grant program
we instituted this year is going to be instrumental in expand-
ing PIRC’s ability to facilitate increased parent involvement in
schools around our state. At Berlin Elementary School, for ex-
ample, first-year principal Chris Dodge saw the potential and is
taking the bull by the horns. He is enthusiastically assembling
a diverse committee to conduct a Family Friendly Walkthrough,
which will study the perceived friendliness of Berlin Elementary
School with regard to families and the broader community. In
order to attract some people for whom evening meetings pres-
ent a challenge, Chris is taking advantage of PIRC’s funding
potentials to offer dinner, child care, and even gas cards to
those who attend the meetings! Thanks for taking advantage
of us, Chris!

| would also like to applaud Principal Dodge for coming up
with an innovative way to include community members who
don’t have children in his school. Because a school is an
important community center for everyone, not just those with
school age children, we are always working on ways to involve
the broader community in the school and to get their feedback
as we work to improve the school itself. This can present a
challenge. Principal Dodge, who plans to implement a number
of initiatives with PIRC throughout the upcoming school year,
put out an ad in the community paper inviting anyone interest-
ed in working with the school to send him their contact informa-
tion. His plan is to draw a new name out of a hat for each new
project throughout the year. What a great way to get in touch
with the community and benefit from multiple perspectives!

As we move deeper into the school year, | am really looking
forward to beginning relationships with more Vermont Schools,
while continuing our relationships with our existing partner
schools. | would like to extend my thanks to everyone who
has met with me so far and, if you know of a school that could
benefit from a relationship with PIRC Vermont (couldn’t they
all?), please get in touch with me. | look forward to hearing
from you.
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