The 3 “Gates” of Special Education Eligibility

Gate 1: Disability Category
According to Vermont Department of Education, Special Education Regulations, the categories of disability for children between the ages of 6 and 21 are:

a) Learning Impairment



g)
Other Health Impairment

b) Specific Learning Disability


h)
Emotional Disturbance

c) Visual Impairment



i )
Autism Spectrum Disorder

d) Deafness or Hard of Hearing


j )
Traumatic Brain Injury

e) Speech or Language Impairment

k)
Deaf-Blindness

f) Orthopedic Impairment


l )
Multiple Disabilities

Questions are developed to address student’s ability to meet the legal criteria for each suspected area of disability.

Gate 2: Adverse Effect

If the student has a disability, we investigate whether that disability has an adverse effect upon his/her educational performance in one of these basic skill areas:

(1) Oral Expression Reading 


(6)
Comprehension

(2) Listening Comprehension 


(7)
Mathematics Calculation

(3) Written Expression 



(8)
Mathematics Reasoning

(4) Basic Reading Skills 



(9)
Motor Skills

(5) Reading Fluency *





*(adverse effect for Specific



Learning Disability only)



 

To determine adverse effect in a basic skill area, a student must fall at or below the 15th percentile on at least 3 of the 6 following measures of school performance, generally over a period of time:

(1) Individually administered nationally normed achievement test

(2) Nationally normed group administered achievement tests, including nationally normed curriculum-based measures

(3) Grades

(4) Curriculum-based measures

(5) Criterion-referenced or group-administered criterion-referenced assessments

(6) Student work, language samples or portfolios

Gate 3: Need for Special Education Services

To determine if a student is in need of Special Education Services the following question is asked:

Does the student require specially designed instruction that cannot be provided through the educational support system (including compensatory and remedial services) or through the school’s standard instructional conditions available to all students?  

If the student meets all three “Gates”, the Evaluation and Planning Team makes the determination of Eligibility for Special Education Services.
